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WELCOME TO THE
VILLAGE DANCE $TUDIO
ENSEMBLE & APPRENTICE GROUPS!

EMPOWERING THE FUTURE OF DANCE ONE CLASS AT A TIME

VDS MISSION

VDS CORE VALUES

Inclusive - All people are valued, welcome, and respected, regardless of their
identities or abilities
 Including each other, making friends, looking for someone new or left out

Knowledgeable - Faculty is well educated & trustworthy in teaching the foundations
and skills needed to be successful in dance and beyond
» Asking questions, remembering choreography, trusting us

Joyful - Helping our students find the joy in dancing and sharing that expression
with the community
» Sharing your love of dance with others. Positive attitude in class. Fun to teach.

Supportive - Encourage each dancer to reach their full potential through a nurturing
and friendly environment
 Lifting up others, celebrating wins, respecting teachers, working together

Organized - Clear communication, attention to detail, and well-planned classes that
follow curriculum and structured lessons.
e Looking ahead at your schedule, arriving on time, good attendance, coming
prepared to class with all dancewear/shoes, etc.



COMMUNICATION

LEADERSHIP TEAM

TRACI BROMAN

Owner & Director
Traci@villagedancestudio.com

CHLOE BROECKER

Assistant Director of Productions
Chloe@villagedancestudio.com

MARISSA CASTILLO

Dance Manager
Marissa@villagedancestudio.com

VDS STAFF PARENT

ANNETTE PETTIGREW

Founder & Ballet Manager
Annette@villagedancestudio.com

General questions

& attendance:

TRACY COUSSENS

Office Manager
Info@villagedancestudio.com

Info@VillageDanceStudio.com
317.769.2223

PARENT EXPECTATIONS O

o Supportive of your dancer & VDS staff

0 Assist dancer with Communication & Schedule
o Join the PC GroupMe for communication

o Attend 4/8 Parents Council meetings held once/month during the regular school year

o Sign up for ONE major volunteer, committee, or event role
o 2 volunteer shifts throughout the year (Nutcracker & Spring show)
o0 $50 Meal Fee to Parents Council (Zelle, Venmo, or check)

VDS Parents Council

PC Zelle: PC Venmo:




DANCER EXPECTATIONS

Class attendance, personal responsibility, & positive, respectful attitude is
required of all Ensemble & Apprentice members.

Apprentice Requirements: Must take one VDS ballet class each week and one additional
class, regularly attend class, participate in the annual fundraiser, and be an active dancer at
the Village Dance Studio.

Recommendations: 2 VDS ballet classes, 2 additional classes

Ensemble Requirements: Must take two VDS ballet classes each week and one additional
class, regularly attend class, participate in the annual fundraiser, and be an active dancer at
the Village Dance Studio.

Recommendations: 3 VDS ballet classes, 2 additional classes

i

ATTENDANCE: Arriving to class on time. Apprentice & Ensemble members must
call (317.769.2223), email (info@VillageDanceStudio.com) with reason when they
must miss class.

New policy: Going to or already have missed more than 3 of the same class in a
row - sit down meeting with parent, dancer, & Traci or Chloe.

ROLE MODELS: Positive, INCLUSIVE, and respectful dancers. Dancers are
expected to carry themselves as role models both inside and out of the studio.
You are now leaders in the studio and looked up to by many dancers & parents.
Opportunity: VDS Assistant

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY: Dancers should take personal responsibility for
themselves including learning missed choreo, reaching out to teachers when help
is needed, and coming prepared for class each day.

RESPECT: Expected to have a respect for themselves, their dance peers, and the
VDS staff. Respect is to be shown each week through a positive attitude, taking
corrections seriously, and appreciating the skills of each dancer in the room.

TEAM WORK: Dancers will support one another and never let their teammates
down. We will work as a team and help one another whenever needed including
sharing choreo updates, offering encouraging words, and supporting each other
each week in class.




ENSEMBLE & APPRENTICE
OPPORTUNITIES

Class assistants

Overnight Trip to Chicago, Cincy, Lville, etc.

Community performances
Social Events & Fun
Team jackets

IMPORTANT DATES

Thurs, August 14" 5-7:30pm | VDS Open House
* Assistant Training 7-8:30pm

Nutcracker

Tues, September 2™ | 1% day of classes

Sat, December. 6 | Nut Dress Rehearsal

Sun, December. 7 | Nutcracker Short & Suite
Friday, May 29" & Saturday, May 30™" |
Showcase 2026 & Adventures of Pan

DRESS CODE

BALLET & POINTE CLASSES

e Black Leotard

o Any color leotard (Saturdays only)
Pink ballet tights
Ballet shoes (or pointe)
Hair neatly pulled back in a bun
Ballet skirts optional (any color)
Ballet VIII & IX Saturdays only- exception to be announced by teacher
No dance shorts or leggings for ballet or pointe. No exceptions!
Absolutely no large shirts or sweatpants.
Boys: Black tights or tight pants, white shirt, black ballet shoes

TAP, JAZZ, MODERN, HIP HOP

e Black yoga pants or tights
ﬁ e Leotard or form fitting top (Hip hop- tshirt acceptable)

e Shoes as noted on website attire & guidelines
e Hair neatly pulled back in a bun or ponytail (unless noted by teacher)




uteracker

ases SHORT & SUITE
This is an OPPORTUNITY, not a requirement.

REQUIRED DRESS REHEARSAL AT ZCHS:
< SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6™ (EVENING)
I
(v %

PERFORMANCE AT ZCHS: @m

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7'

e CASTING
o We do not pick parts & dances until we see your availability
= NEW OPTION: Only want to be in one dance
o By submitting your form with availability, you are saying you want to be included in the
Nutcracker and Ensemble REGARDLESS of the part(s) you get. You will continue for the FULL
YEAR and be an active, hard-working member throughout the year.
o Positive attitude, effort, and technique are the top things we consider when selecting
Nutcracker roles.
» Solid attendance & responsible communicator
= great attitude & easy to work with/takes corrections
m strong technique & skills that can be highlighted in certain dance styles
» takes ownership of the role/dance and put in extra effort
e REHEARSALS G
o 3-4 weeks of choreography rehearsals in August
o The more availability you have, the easier it is to cast.
o After August we will rehearse during class, frequent Saturdays, or evening dates picked by
the choreographer
o Must have SATURDAY 2-3pm relatively available once school starts
o Choreographers will reach out to you to get as many people available at the same time as
possible. We need your help with being open for some of these times even if it is not the most
convenient.
o Additional Act 1, Act 2, & in-studio dress rehearsals will be announced upon casting.

Have a conflict with a rehearsal?! Let us know ASAP!!!

FRIDAY, MAY 29™ & SATURDAY, MAY 30™

This is NOT an Ensemble/Apprentice specific performance,

but dancers in these groups are likely to be involved based
on their class levels. Specific character roles are open to
audition for ANY Junior or Senior in high school.




